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scientific dispatch

Gene Editing Restores
Hearing in Adult Mice With
Genetic Hearing Loss

Dr. Chen and colleagues at
Mass Eye and Ear used a virus
to deliver gene editing
machinery to the inner ear hair
cells of mice with a genetic
form of deafness. This was
tested on newborn mice and on
adult mice. Treatments on both
groups were successful! Earlier
intervention proved more
beneficial, however adult mice
did regain some hearing after
having been deaf.

NIH/National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS).
“With gene editing, mice with a form of inherited deafness can hear again."
ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 12 July 2024.
<www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2024/07/240712222141.htm>.
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We’ve decided to start selling
earplugs to pirates.
We’re going to charge a
buccaneer!

Apple AirPods as Hearing Aids?

There’s been quite a bit of attention regarding Apple’s
announcement that their new AirPods2 can work as “clinical
grade” hearing aids. Dr. Sarah Moore, technical wizard,
AirPod fan and hearing aid enthusiast, quickly went to work
evaluating them. Her results...

Not bad, if the following are true!

e You've had an official hearing evaluation and aren’t
relying on results from a phone hearing test.

e You're technically-savvy enough to set everything up
properly.

e They fit your ears well.

¢ You don't mind that you can hear a lot of internal head
noise (i.e. eating, walking, neck cracking).

Two major issues: Battery life is bad (4-5 hours) and the
biggest problem; wearing AirPods is a universal signal that
you are not available to chat! Want a quiet commute or
grocery store trip? Wear AirPods!

Many other amateur researchers have found that a properly
adjusted “AirPod aid” does not perform as well as a
traditional hearing aid, but we are not surprised by that.
There’s a reason hearing aids are specialized devices!

For the person looking for an occasional boost in an
occasional situation, they’re definitely better than many
options out there and the price is right. As always, we’re here
to help with technical setup if needed.



Michelle Sault joined BHC as the
receptionist in Brattleboro in
January 2024, bringing lots of
office experience and a great sense
of humor! Michelle enjoys many
varied hobbies, but most of all
enjoys time with her daughter!

Brattleboro Office

130 Austine Dr. Ste 210
Brattleboro, VT 05301
(802) 254-3922
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Karen Dale joined BHC as an

Audiologist in January 2024,
seeing patients in the Brattleboro

and Swanzey offices. Karen
enjoys time with her family and
her dogs, and is on the go most
weekends, often to Maine!

Swanzey Office

217 Old Homestead Hwy Ste G
Swanzey, NH 03446

(603) 354-3325

www.brattleborohearing.com

Shayna Sawyer joined BHC as an
Audiologist in June 2024, returning
to her native New England after
completing her education. She
enjoys all kinds of outdoor activities
and time with her Kitties! Shayna
sees patients in all 3 of our offices!

Greenfield Office
329 Conway St.

Greenfield, MA 01301
(413)773-5119
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